
             

 

PlanetSpace Team Hosts Open House to Display 
Future Space Transportation Systems 
 
PROMONTORY, UTAH, Jan 9-10, 2008 -- The PlanetSpace team, comprised of teammates 
Lockheed Martin Space Systems Company, Alliant Techsystems (ATK), and the Bank of Montreal 
(Financial Advisor), hosted a future space transportation open house at ATK’s facilities in 
Promontory, Utah. Available launch vehicle and spacecraft hardware provided assurance that a 
low-risk path is available for commercial-type space transportation. Congressional and senior 
representatives from several government agencies participated in this event where the team 
revealed plans addressing NASA’s near term, ISS space cargo delivery requirements driven by the 
retirement of the Space Shuttle in 2010 and other space vehicle requirements placing an assortment 
of payloads in specific orbits. 

The team gathered together at ATK’s 
facilities in Promontory, Utah, surrounded 
by solid rocket motors, modular cargo 
carriers, and a mockup of the Conestoga, a 
space personnel carrier. Attendees were 
impressed at the sheer size of the existing 
systems. “Here is the proof showing that we 
can leverage our flight proven systems and 
component capabilities at Lockheed Martin 
and ATK meeting future Space 
transportation needs for NASA and other 
customers” said Dr Chirinjeev Kathuria 
Chairman of PlanetSpace. 

 
ATK, the world’s leading provider of solid rocket propulsion, is currently developing the first 
stage for NASA’s Ares I launch vehicle and manufactures the Shuttle SRBs. Combining existing 
solid rocket boosters with minor upper stage enhancements 
provides a low cost launch capability paving the way for 
near term demonstrations. “Our ability to utilize propulsion 
elements currently in production greatly reduces the 
development time and enables us to provide a near-term, 
low-risk solution,” said Joel Crook, Director of Advanced 
Programs at ATK. Lockheed Martin Space Systems 
Company, using it’s vast interplanetary and autonomous 
spacecraft design, build, system integration, and mission 
operations experience, is developing the Orbital Transfer 
Vehicles (OTVs) for PlanetSpace. The OTVs include a 
modular cargo carrier and the Conestoga. “Basing our 
spacecraft design and performance on existing systems, 
including the Genesis on display to my right, brings a sense 
of reality to achieving highly reliable cargo delivery in the 
near future” said Al Simpson, Director Advanced 
Programs, Human Space Flight at Lockheed Martin. 



             

 

 
ABOUT PLANETSPACE 
PlanetSpace with headquarters in Chicago is part of the new emerging space commercialization 
business. Teamed with major players in rocket booster and space craft development the company 
is set to take the lead in the commercialization of space. PlanetSpace is developing a broad 
spectrum of commercial space services that include Cargo and Crew to the ISS, Point-to- Point 
Global Travel, Space Tourism, Satellite Orbital Delivery and Escape Velocity Missions. 
 
ABOUT LOCKHEED MARTIN 
Lockheed Martin Space Systems Company, a major operating unit of Lockheed Martin 
Corporation, designs, develops, tests, manufactures and operates a full spectrum of advanced-
technology systems for national security, civil and commercial customers. Chief products include 
human space flight systems; a full range of remote sensing, navigation, meteorological and 
communications satellites and instruments; space observatories and interplanetary spacecraft; laser 
radar; fleet ballistic missiles; and missile defense systems. Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., 
Lockheed Martin employs about 140,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the 
research, design, development, manufacture, integration and sustainment of advanced technology 
systems, products and services. The corporation reported 2006 sales of $39.6 billion. 
. 
ABOUT ATK 
ATK is a leading provider of advanced space systems with $4.1 billion in annual sales, 
approximately 16,500 employees, and operations in 21 states. ATK provides innovative and cost-
effective launch systems solutions through ATK Launch Systems, the world’s leading 
manufacturer of rocket motor systems for human-rated and unmanned space launch vehicles, 
strategic missiles, prompt global strike missiles, and missile defense interceptors. ATK Launch 
Systems serves both commercial and government customers, including prime contractors, NASA, 
the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy, U.S. Army, and U.S. Missile Defense Agency.  
 
ABOUT BMO CAPITAL MARKETS 
BMO Capital Markets is a leading, full-service North American financial services provider 
offering corporate, institutional and government clients access to a complete range of products and 
services. These include equity and debt underwriting, corporate lending and project financing, 
merger and acquisitions advisory services, merchant banking, securitization, treasury and market 
risk management, debt and equity research and institutional sales and trading. With over 2,000 
professionals in offices in 26 locations around the world, including 14 in North America, BMO 
Capital Markets works proactively with clients to provide innovative and integrated financial 
solutions. BMO Capital Markets is a member of BMO Financial Group (NYSE, TSX: BMO), one 
of the largest diversified financial services providers in North America with more than US$336 
billion in total assets and 35,000 employees as of July 31, 2007.  
 
For more information, visit  
www.planetspace.org 
www.lockheedmartin.com 
www.atk.com 
www.bmocm.com 


